TALES OF FARM FRIENDS

THE CAT BLANKET

While many people think that cats and
dogs don’t get along, that is not
always true; sometimes they become
the best of friends. That was the
case with my dad’s basset hound, Sid,
and the farm cats. He got along well
with the cats and their kittens.

During the day, sometimes
Sid would chase the cats for
fun. The cats, knowing he just
wanted to play, would make
a game of it. When the game
ended, the cats would run up
a tree. Sid would stand at the
bottom of the tree and look
up, and then walk off. He was
simply content with the fun he
had chasing them up there.
Sid slept outside in a doghouse.
When the weather was snowy
and cold, my mom put some
old rugs in the bottom of the
doghouse for Sid to sleep on,
and a blanket over the door to
keep him warm. On his own, Sid
discovered an additional means
to keep warm. He invited some cat
friends in, who slept on top of
him—his personal cat blanket.

In the morning when my dad would go outside to do the farm chores, Sid was always eager to greet him.
During the winter, instead of seeing only a dog come out of the doghouse, first there was one cat, then
another, and then another. And finally after all three cats had exited the doghouse, Sid would appear
stretching and content from a good night’s sleep in his warm doghouse with the cat blanket.

Sid and the cats knew that
by being together they
could keep each other
warm. Isn’t that what
friends are for?—To do
things with and to be a
help.
“A man who has friends
must himself be friendly”
(Proverbs 18:24 NKJV).
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