A Russian Captain
Finds Jesus
Richard
Wurmbrand, a
leader of the
underground
church in
communist
Romania in
the 1940s,
met a Russian
captain while
living in Russia.

“Seeing the crowds,
he went up on the
mountain, and when
he sat down, his
disciples came to
him. And he opened
his mouth and
taught them, saying:

I long to
know God better.
I love Him but don’t
know anything
about Him!

Since you have
never seen a Bible before,
let me read to you some of the
words and parables of Jesus,
God’s Son, who came to earth
to give salvation to all
who believe.
‘Blessed are the
poor in spirit, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who
mourn, for they shall
be comforted.

Blessed are
the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth. Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.’”1

“And he told them
many things in parables,
saying: ‘A sower went
out to sow. …’”2
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Matthew 5:1–6 ESV
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Matthew 13:3 ESV

The people must
have been so happy to
hear the words straight
from Jesus’ mouth.
After Richard read more
of Jesus’ parables
to the captain …

I cannot keep
still. I feel like dancing
for joy! What wonderful
beauty! How could I live
without knowing
this Christ?

Ah yes, He had many
disciples, but not all
people were happy. After
only three years of His
ministry … Here, let me
read it to you.

“Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. And the soldiers twisted
together a crown of thorns and put it on is head and arrayed him in a
purple robe. They came to him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ and struck
him with their hands. Pilate went out again and said to them, ‘See I’m
bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.’

So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.
Pilate said to them, ‘Behold the man!’ When the chief priests and the
officers saw him, they cried out, ‘Crucify him, crucify him!’ So they took
Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The
Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. There they crucified
him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them.”3
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John 19:1–6, 16–18 ESV

I have believed in a
savior, … and now my
savior is dead!

My friend, I’m
sorry to have caused
you so much sorrow. I am
not finished yet! Listen!
I will read more!

I didn’t
prepare him for
this news!

“Now after
the Sabbath,
toward the
dawn of
the first
day of the
week, Mary
Magdalene
and the other
Mary went to
the tomb.

And behold, there
was a great
earthquake, for an
angel of the Lord
descended from
heaven and came
and rolled back the
stone and sat on it.

His appearance was like lightning, and
his clothing white as snow. The angel
said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid,
for I know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here, for he has risen.
Come, see
the place
where he
lay. Then
go quickly
and tell his
disciples
that he has
risen from
the dead.’

So they departed quickly from the tomb
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell
his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them
and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came up and
took hold of his feet and worshiped him.

Then Jesus
said to them,
‘Do not be
afraid; go
and tell my
brothers
to go to
Galilee, and
there they
will see me.’”4
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Excerpts from Matthew 28:1–3, 5–10 ESV

He is alive!
He is alive! Jesus,
my savior, my Lord,
is alive!

O God, what a
fine chap You are! If I
were You and You were
me, I would never have
forgiven Your sins.

Let us pray.

The officer knelt down and prayed
his first prayer ever.

But You forgave
my sins, and for that
reason, I am saved and
filled with immense joy
to have known You.

By MWS staff
Easter tells about the life Jesus lived on earth and how He brought
salvation to all mankind. His purpose for us truly began when He rose
from the dead! By dying on the cross and rising from the dead, He
created a straight path in order for us to obtain a close relationship
with God. We might feel sad to remember His crucifixion, but we can always
use Easter to rejoice that Jesus came back to life, forgave us our sins,
overcame death, and gave us entrance into the kingdom of heaven.

A prayer to pray: Jesus, thank You for coming to live among us, and
teaching us how to live and be like You. Thank You for taking on the
burden of the cross and for overcoming death and sin, so that we can be
forgiven and have the assurance that we, too, will live on and be close
to You. You truly are wonderful!
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