Valued
virtues

It Takes Two
I am from the university; we
are conducting a survey on
friendship. Are you two friends?

Oh yes. Aoife*
is my best
friend.
We’ve been
friends for
ages!

Yes, ever since
going to the same
dancing class.

[*pronounced Eefa]

It’s much more
fun doing it
together.

Aoife for instance loves cross-stitching—and she’s good
at it—but she doesn’t expect me to like it, much less do it.

Do you share other
hobbies? Do you feel
you must do everything
together?

Oh no!

We don’t think
we have to do
something just
because the other
one likes doing it.

Very good. What would you
say are the main characteristics
of a good friendship?

Right! Being friends
doesn’t mean
we give up our
preferences.

I wouldn’t feel
pressured into having a
bob cut just because
Moira has one!

When I am down, Aoife
doesn’t “wallow” with me,

It was only
a mistake. And
nobody even
noticed!

What works
for you?

but instead tries
to cheer me up.

When I’m with
Moira, I don’t
have to watch my
p’s and q’s;

That doesn’t mean I can just go “blah” and
let it all hang out. If I do, Moira will tell me.

That was fun
talking to
them, wasn’t it?

Aye, but if I
were ye, I’d
have minded me
language. It’s
unbecoming
of ye.

I can be
“me.”

She doesn’t do it just to
make herself look better;
she really cares about me.

One thing about
Aoife, she isn’t
envious.

Ye
deserve
it, Moira.

When I do well in
something, she is
genuinely happy
for me.

Hmm … to be honest,
sometimes things don’t go
so well. We can be angry
with each other, usually over
some silly thing. But that
doesn’t mean it’s the end of
our friendship, even if we
don’t talk to each other for
a while. The good times we
have make up for it.

Excellent!
Anything else?

I’m glad to have
Moira in my life.

What I mean
is, she
doesn’t
just come
around
only when
she wants
something
from me.

Moira! What a
nice surprise,
Come in.

Ye mentioned that
ye needed to talk
about something...

I like how
I can share
personal
things with her,
you know, the
deep stuff,
things that are
important to
me.

I know she won’t
go and tell someone
else. I appreciate her
confidence.

And when I do, she
will remind me of our
agreement to be positive
about others.

Thank you
for all this…

You are giving
me too much
credit.

Oh, one more thing, which
would be good to mention,
we try not to talk badly
about people we know.

Honestly, I was the one
who had a major problem
with gossiping, and Moira
helped me in a big way.

The credit
goes to her!
But Kelly’s
been a good
friend.

She didn’t like it when I would talk unkindly
about a classmate; they were her classmates
as well. And so, we agreed not to gossip.

Sweet.
thank you.

Oww!!

Okay, I must
state this:

Last year, during a dance class,
I broke my leg. It was not fun!
Aoife’s mum was going to take
us to the drama festival in Sligo.

Craakk!

We were just
about to get
the tickets and
then my accident
laid me up.

Because I
couldn’t go,
Aoife opted
not to go.

instead
she visited
me, and we
watched the
event on TV.

I know it was a bit of a
sacrifice for her, but
it cheered me up to have
her with me.

It takes two to have a
good friendship!

Thank you,
Moira and
Aoife.

Quote:

Friendship must be
about something,
even if it were only
an enthusiasm for
dominoes or white mice.

—C. S. Lewis

What the Bible Says:
A friend loveth at all times…
(Proverbs 17:17 KJV).

A man who has friends
must himself be friendly …
(Proverbs 18:24 NKJV).

Ointment and perfume
rejoice the heart: so
doth the sweetness
of a man’s friend
by hearty counsel
(Proverbs 27:9 KJV).
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