The City of Ur
Ur, a city mentioned in the book of Genesis, was located on the mouth
of the Euphrates River in ancient Mesopotamia, in what is present-day
Iraq. The ruins of the Ziggurat1 of Ur are still visible to this day.
The city is linked to the biblical patriarch Abraham (Abram), who left Ur
with plans to settle in the land of Canaan.2 (Abraham was the ancestor
of the Hebrew people.)
“Terah was the father of Abram3, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran was
the father of Lot. Haran died before his father, Terah, in their homeland,
Ur of the Chaldees.
“Abram married Sarai4,who had no child for many years.
“Terah, along with his son, Abram, his daughter-in-law, Sarai, and his
grandson, Lot, left Ur of the Chaldees with plans to travel to the land
of Canaan. However, on their way, they arrived at Haran5 and stayed
there.”6
Footnotes:
1
A ziggurat is a rectangular stepped tower.
2
The biblical land of Canaan comprises what today are the countries of Lebanon,
Syria, Jordan, and Israel.
3
Abraham was originally known as Abram.
4
Sarah was originally known as Sarai.
5
The ruins of Haran are found in present-day Turkey.
6
Genesis 11:27–31, paraphrased
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