How God Blessed Joseph

You can find the story of
Joseph in Genesis 37, 39–41.

As a child, Joseph’s father, Jacob, favored him above his other sons, and gave Joseph a special coat.
Joseph’s brothers felt envious of their father’s favoritism to Joseph. Joseph didn’t make it easier for
them, and often bragged to them about dreams he had that one day he would rule over his brothers.

I had this
coat of many
colors made as a
gift for you.

This young
slave will bring me
a good price.

I didn’t know my
bragging bothered my
brothers this much!

These slave
traders then
took Joseph
to Egypt and
sold him to
be a slave in
the household
of Potiphar,
the captain of
the Egyptian
palace guard.

In my dream,
your sheaves
of grain bowed
down to mine.

Eventually
their jealousy
of Joseph
led to them
doing the
unthinkable.
When Joseph
was a
teenager,
his brothers
sold him to
slave traders.
This young man
will be a good slave for
you, Potiphar. He is young
and intelligent.

Here is the full
account of your
goods, Master.

Joseph, come
sit with me.
No, I can’t! I
must see to my
work, madam.

Guards!
Arrest him!
Thank you, Joseph,
for your diligence. I no longer
have to concern myself with
these details, because you
do such a thorough and
trustworthy job.

As time passed, Potiphar became impressed with Joseph’s
diligence and faithfulness with his work and promoted him
to the position of head steward1 in the household.
In Potiphar's house, Joseph was able to learn about the
Egyptian lifestyle, language, and culture.
After many years of faithful service to Potiphar, Joseph
suddenly found himself thrown into prison, having been
unjustly accused by Potiphar’s wife of behaving badly
towards her.
1

head steward: manager of the household staff

Joseph, I need your
help in overseeing the other
prisoners. I know I can trust
you to do the job well.

Joseph was doing his best to live up
to the godly principles his parents had
taught him, which resulted in the blessing
of God on his life, and eventually, Joseph
was put in charge of the other prisoners.

Here, let me help.

In prison God didn’t abandon Joseph, but used this time to
continue preparing him for God’s eventual plan for his life.
While Joseph was in prison, the man in charge of the prison
saw that Joseph was a good man who could be trusted.

The position that Joseph held in the prison
led to the next step of God’s plan for
Joseph—to work for Pharaoh.

In prison, Joseph interpreted the dreams of two men who had, at one time,
worked in the palace. The one who had been Pharaoh’s butler was later released,
and he told Pharaoh that Joseph could interpret dreams. Joseph knew that he
couldn’t interpret dreams, but he trusted in God to help him do so when needed.

I have been told
you can interpret dreams.
Is this true?

God can reveal
to me the meaning of
Pharaoh’s dream.

In my dream,
I was standing on the bank
of the river. …

God can reveal
to me the meaning of
Pharaoh’s dream.

By giving God’s interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream, Joseph helped Pharaoh
understand about the great famine that would come. This led to Pharaoh
appointing Joseph as the second in charge of all Egypt.

By being in this position of leadership in Egypt,
Joseph was able to help his father, brothers, and
their families survive the famine.

God can take even difficult or seemingly bad
circumstances and turn them towards good. He
wants to do that for you too!

Here’s a promise for you to remember:
“We know that for those who love God all
things work together for good, for those who
are called according to his purpose” (Romans
8:28 ESV).

Like Joseph, do your best to live a godly life
and trust God to turn everything into good. He
can turn even the most difficult situations into
blessings for you and for others. Like He did
for Joseph!
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God never
failed me!

