In the
Garden

Just the Right Kind of Care

I wish I could
be moved too.

I don’t like
it here under
the tree.

Mr. Gardener
says I need to be
transplanted.

Oh dear!
What’s
wrong?
Some of the flowers
in the garden are unhappy,
and I don’t know how
to help them.

One fine morning when Fred Gardener
arrived in his garden to work, he
noticed something was wrong.

Plants sometimes need extra care to help them grow bigger and
better. Pruning, removing dead leaves, transplanting, and the right
amount of sunlight and water are all important for healthy plants.

Hello, Fred. I thought you
could use help in your
garden today.

Oh, pruning,
again!

I noticed some sad
flowers. Let’s see what
we can do to make them
happy again.

Wait, that’s
my leaf!
I’m glad You
came. I don’t know
what to do.

Is this
much water
necessary?
It’s Jesus!
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Some plants need more sun, while other
plants need more shade in order to
grow well. Different varieties of plants
have different needs.

Plants often need to be
transplanted to larger
pots where they can
grow deeper roots.

Ugh, I’m
squished! Please
move over.

Ahhh!
That feels
so much
better!

The pot is
too small!

It’s too
hot in the
sun!

Clearing weeds
from around the plants
gives them more space
to grow.

They’re looking
better already.

The weather is so
hot that these foxgloves
need some shade and
more water.

Foxglove

Fertilizer adds
nutrients to the
ground, which helps
the plants grow
strong and healthy.

Oh, I don’t know
if I like this spot next
to these vine flowers.
They might crowd
me out.

Do you think Jesus
loves the other flowers
more than us?
Maybe He
forgot about
us.

Hello, there.
Isn’t the sunshine
lovely in this
spot?

I haven’t forgotten you.
Some flowers must be set
apart for a time, so that they
can get extra care.

A gardener knows
just the right
combination of
flowers and plants
to put together.
Those that will
grow well with
each other and
bring beauty to
the garden.
That’s so kind.
I wasn’t sure I’d like
it here, but now
I’m happy.

Your petals
are a pretty pink!
It is nice growing
next to you.

When plants are well
tended and placed in the
right place in the garden,
they grow and thrive.
Although it’s a lot of work, a
good gardener will always
know how to best care for
the plants. And many others
can enjoy the beauty of
the garden too.

You have such
beautiful flowers
here, Fred. The colors
are amazing!

You have
such a lovely
scent.

I’m glad you
could visit and
enjoy my garden.

So lovely!

I now have
more room to
grow. I feel so
much better!

Thank you!

Every plant is in the garden for a reason
and is placed where it can grow the best.
Even when things change for a plant, it
can still do well and grow beautifully.

That’s
right!

I appreciate
Your help, Jesus!
The garden looks
better.

Goodbye!

Thank you
for letting me
join you in the
garden today,
Fred.

The Bible tells us1 that God is like a gardener carefully
tending to His children. He knows what is best for each
one and allows change and things to happen in your
life to help you grow stronger in spirit and in faith.
Just like the plants in this garden needed to trust the
gardener to care for them, you too must put your trust in
God. Sometimes you may not understand why something
happens, but you can trust that God will be there to help
you learn what you can from each experience. He will
take care of you, provide for you, and give you the faith
and confidence and love that you need to thrive.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart”
(Proverbs 3:5 NKJV).

1

Read John 15:1–8 to find out what Jesus told His disciples
about God being the master gardener.
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