
Now, the Bible wasn’t originally divided into verses and 
chapters, so if you continue reading through to the next 
chapter—1 Corinthians 13—you’ll see that Paul’s discussion of 
gifts launches into a whole chapter dedicated to explaining 
the most important gift we could have, which is love.

Thinking Outside the Gift Box
If you were to look up the word gift in the Bible, you’d find it is used a lot in 1 Corinthians 12, where it talks about the 
gifts of the Spirit. This is all the good stuff that Christians should desire: wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, performing 
miracles, prophecy, discernment, speaking in a supernatural language and interpretation of that language. These are the 
gifts that the Bible says God can give to help us in our Christian life.1

It may sound clichÉ, but think about it. Absolutely none of the Christmas traditions we enjoy would be as wonderful 
without love at their core. Can you imagine having a delicious dinner with people who dislike you? What about getting a 
gift from someone whose sole purpose was to show off how much money he had? If you miss the motives behind these 
traditions, they lose what makes them special.



The Christmas Envelope2 tells a story of how every year this family would place a white, unmarked envelope on their 
Christmas tree, which was a present for their dad, Mike. He hated the commercial aspects of Christmas.—The advertising, the 
overspending, the frantic running around trying to figure out what each member of the family liked. He wanted something that 
represented the true meaning of Christmas, but his wife had a hard time figuring out what would be a meaningful present for him.

Their 12-year-old son, Kevin, was on the junior wrestling team at the 
school he attended. Shortly before Christmas, there was a non-
league match against a team sponsored by an inner-city church. These 
youngsters were dressed in ragged sneakers and their street clothes. 
This was a striking difference from the son’s team, who were dressed in 
spiffy blue uniforms, complete with sparkling new wrestling shoes.

Their son’s team won every match and obliterated the opposition. Mike 
whispered to his wife, “I wish they’d at least win one match. Losing like 
this could take the heart right out of them.” He loved kids and had always 
coached one little league team or another.

That's when she got the idea for his present. That afternoon, she went into a local sporting goods store and bought an 
assortment of wrestling headgear and shoes and sent them anonymously to the inner-city church. On Christmas Eve, she 
placed the envelope under the tree, with a note telling Mike what she had done and that this was his gift from her. His 
smile when opening the envelope told her she had gotten it right.
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Each Christmas, she followed this 
tradition. The envelope became 
the highlight of the family’s 
Christmas. It was always the last 
thing opened on Christmas morning, 
and the children would put their 
new toys down and stand with 
wide-eyed anticipation as their dad 
lifted the envelope from the tree 
to reveal its contents.

The story didn’t end there. Mike 
got cancer and passed away. 
When the first Christmas after his 
departure rolled around, his wife 
was still so wrapped in grief that 
she barely remembered the tree. 
But on Christmas Eve she still 
placed an unmarked white envelope 
on the tree. In the morning, it was 
joined by three more. Each of 
their children, unbeknownst to the 
others, had placed an envelope on 
the tree for their dad.

I think a tradition like this is such 
a tremendous display of the idea 
of giving a gift to Jesus for His 
birthday. What He wants more are 
acts of love and kindness, done by 
each of us in our own special way. 
I know He loves seeing us happy 
when we get and give beautiful 
things, but there is nothing like 
finding a way to reach out to 
those who have far less and put a 
smile on someone’s face when they 
least expect it. John 13:35 says, 
“By this all men will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one 
another.”3

What gifts will you be 
remembered for this Christmas?

Footnotes
1 1 Corinthians 12:7–11

2 For the Man Who Hated Christmas, written by Nancy W. Gavin, 1982
3 New International Version
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